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Born in 2008
2 Pulitzer Prizes

Nació en 2008. 2 Premios Pulitzer.



Tools & Data
Instrumentos y datos



Data

Stories Graphics News Apps

Datos
Historias    Gráficos    Aplicaciones de Noticias



              Get data

Clean data

Analyze data

Present data (news app!)

Obtener datos

Limpiar datos

Analizar datos

Presentar datos (aplicación de noticias)



News App

The Opportunity Gap

http://projects.propublica.org/schools

Do states provide equal 
access to education?

La Brecha de Oportunidades

¿Los estados proporcionan un acceso igualitario a 
la educación?

http://propublica.org/nerds
http://propublica.org/nerds


US Department of  Education

60,000+ schools
6,000+ districts

districts self-report data

Departamento de Educación EEUU

60,000+ escuelas
6,000+ distritos

distritos autoinforme los datos



Look for “preposterousness”

Counts & Totals
Limits of  Excel & MySQL
Absurd max/mins
Blanks vs. nulls
Misspellings
Data types (ask for a record layout)
Bad geocoding, duplicate city names
Check against reports & hard copy
Call, don’t assume
Do random spot checks

Buscar “ridiculez”

Cuentas y totales
Límites de Excel/MySQL
Maximos/minimos absurdos
Blancos y nulos
Error de ortografía
Tipos de datos
Geocodificación mal
Comprobar contra informes
Llamar, no asumir
Verificar azar



Data Bulletproofing: Jen LaFleur
http://j.mp/data-bulletproofing

Schools Methodology
http://j.mp/schools-methodology

Datos “a prueba de balas”

Metodología - Datos de escuelas

http://j.mp/data-bulletproofing
http://j.mp/data-bulletproofing
http://j.mp/data-bulletproofing
http://j.mp/data-bulletproofing


News App
By Jennifer LaFleur, Al Shaw, Sharona Coutts and Jeff Larson, ProPublica, Updated January 24, 2013

This database includes all public schools in districts with more than 3,000 students from the 2009-2010 school year -- about three-quarters of all such students in the
country. Use it to find out how well your state provides poor and wealthier schools equal access to advanced classes that researchers say will help them later in life. |
Our latest data also includes AP pass rates and sports participation | Related: About the Data and Our Analysis ».

...at providing students these programs
across all income levels...

SPORTS
AP (PASSING)
AP CLASSES
GIFTED/TALENTED
ADVANCED MATH
PHYSICS
CHEMISTRY

Ala.          

Alaska          

Ariz.          

Ark.          

Calif.          

Colo.          

Conn.          

D.C.          N/A

Del.          

Fla.          

Ga.          

Hawaii          

Idaho          

Ill.          

Ind.          

Iowa          

Kan.          

Ky.          

La.          

Maine          

Mass.          

Md.          

Mich.          

Minn.          

...at enrolling and passing students in
Advanced Placement classes...

AP PASS RATE
AP ENROLLMENT

How States Compare

Connect your Foursquare account to find
schools you've checked into, and instantly
get stats about schools when you check in.

Your Address, ZIP, or school name

For example, 1605 E. 55th St. Chicago, IL or 

Find a School

Latest Local Stories Based on This Project

Univision: Problemas Escolares: Escuelas en Philadelphia
Reprueban

Virginian-Pilot: In Norfolk, newest teachers face tougher tasks

Boise State Public Radio: Students Who Take Advanced Courses
Do Well In Idaho

Faribault Daily News: Faribault School District needs to improve
AP opportunities

Shawnee Dispatch: As student bodies diversify, school districts
have trouble finding minority candidates

California Watch: Low-income students score lower on AP tests

NBC New York: AP Opportunity Gap: NY's Poor Students Enroll
in Fewer College-Prep Courses

StateImpact Ohio: Why the Feds are Investigating the Toledo
Public Schools

C-Ville Weekly: Feed your head

The Reporter: Study shows area districts stack up well against
state averages

ProPublica intern Sergio Hernandez contributed research to this
project.

Source: U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights

The Opportunity Gap
Is Your State Providing Equal Access to Education?
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Lede
By Jennifer LaFleur, Al Shaw, Sharona Coutts and Jeff Larson, ProPublica, Updated January 24, 2013

This database includes all public schools in districts with more than 3,000 students from the 2009-2010 school year -- about three-quarters of all such students in the
country. Use it to find out how well your state provides poor and wealthier schools equal access to advanced classes that researchers say will help them later in life. |
Our latest data also includes AP pass rates and sports participation | Related: About the Data and Our Analysis ».

...at providing students these programs
across all income levels...

SPORTS
AP (PASSING)
AP CLASSES
GIFTED/TALENTED
ADVANCED MATH
PHYSICS
CHEMISTRY

Ala.          

Alaska          

Ariz.          

Ark.          

Calif.          

Colo.          

Conn.          

D.C.          N/A

Del.          

Fla.          

Ga.          

Hawaii          

Idaho          

Ill.          

Ind.          

Iowa          

Kan.          

Ky.          

La.          

Maine          

Mass.          

Md.          

Mich.          

Minn.          

Miss.          

Mo.          

Mont.          

N.C.          

N.D.          

N.H.          

N.J.          

N.M.          

N.Y.          

Neb.          

Nev.          

Ohio          

Okla.          

Ore.          

Pa.          

R.I.          

S.C.          

S.D.          

Tenn.          

Texas          

Utah          

Va.          

Vt.          

W.Va.          

Wash.          

Wis.          

Wyo.          

...at enrolling and passing students in
Advanced Placement classes...

AP PASS RATE
AP ENROLLMENT

How States Compare

Connect your Foursquare account to find
schools you've checked into, and instantly
get stats about schools when you check in.

Your Address, ZIP, or school name

 
For example, 1605 E. 55th St. Chicago, IL or 77054 or Stuyvesant High

Find a School

Latest Local Stories Based on This Project

Univision: Problemas Escolares: Escuelas en Philadelphia
Reprueban

Virginian-Pilot: In Norfolk, newest teachers face tougher tasks

Boise State Public Radio: Students Who Take Advanced Courses
Do Well In Idaho

Faribault Daily News: Faribault School District needs to improve
AP opportunities

Shawnee Dispatch: As student bodies diversify, school districts
have trouble finding minority candidates

California Watch: Low-income students score lower on AP tests

NBC New York: AP Opportunity Gap: NY's Poor Students Enroll
in Fewer College-Prep Courses

StateImpact Ohio: Why the Feds are Investigating the Toledo
Public Schools

C-Ville Weekly: Feed your head

The Reporter: Study shows area districts stack up well against
state averages

ProPublica intern Sergio Hernandez contributed research to this
project.

Source: U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights

The Opportunity Gap
Is Your State Providing Equal Access to Education?
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By Jennifer LaFleur, Al Shaw, Sharona Coutts and Jeff Larson, ProPublica, Updated January 24, 2013

This database includes all public schools in districts with more than 3,000 students from the 2009-2010 school year -- about three-quarters of all such students in the
country. Use it to find out how well your state provides poor and wealthier schools equal access to advanced classes that researchers say will help them later in life. |
Our latest data also includes AP pass rates and sports participation | Related: About the Data and Our Analysis ».

...at providing students these programs
across all income levels...
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AP (PASSING)
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...at enrolling and passing students in
Advanced Placement classes...

AP PASS RATE
AP ENROLLMENT

How States Compare

Connect your Foursquare account to find
schools you've checked into, and instantly
get stats about schools when you check in.

Your Address, ZIP, or school name

 
For example, 1605 E. 55th St. Chicago, IL or 77054 or Stuyvesant High

Find a School

Latest Local Stories Based on This Project

Univision: Problemas Escolares: Escuelas en Philadelphia
Reprueban

Virginian-Pilot: In Norfolk, newest teachers face tougher tasks

Boise State Public Radio: Students Who Take Advanced Courses
Do Well In Idaho

Faribault Daily News: Faribault School District needs to improve
AP opportunities

Shawnee Dispatch: As student bodies diversify, school districts
have trouble finding minority candidates

California Watch: Low-income students score lower on AP tests

NBC New York: AP Opportunity Gap: NY's Poor Students Enroll
in Fewer College-Prep Courses

StateImpact Ohio: Why the Feds are Investigating the Toledo
Public Schools

C-Ville Weekly: Feed your head

The Reporter: Study shows area districts stack up well against
state averages

ProPublica intern Sergio Hernandez contributed research to this
project.

Source: U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights

The Opportunity Gap
Is Your State Providing Equal Access to Education?

TweetTweet 128

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RESET

SubmitSubmit

Donate

© Copyright 2013
Pro Publica Inc.

About Us
Staff
Contact
Jobs
Complaints and Corrections
Privacy Policy and Other Terms
FAQ

Subscribe:  | Email RSS
Follow us:  | Twitter Facebook
See staff Twitter accounts
Get Involved @ ProPublica
Download our apps for:
    | iPhone Android
Listen to our Podcast

Steal Our Stories

Unless otherwise noted, you can republish our
stories for free if you .follow these rules

Home Our Investigations MuckReads Get Involved About Us Search ProPublicaTools & Data

Don't Miss: Fracking Dollars for Docs Surveillance Patient Safety Prescriber Checkup Debt Inc. 990s Assisted Living

Journalism in the Public InterestJournalism in the Public Interest Email address  SUBSCRIBE

Receive our top stories daily

DONATE

Find your own story

Near Cerca

Encontrar su 
propia historia



News apps generate stories
Aplicaciónes de noticias generan 
historias x 60,000



News apps generate stories
Aplicaciónes de noticias generan 
historias



Two views of
Southern California

Dos visitas de
Sureste California



News apps generate stories
Aplicaciónes de noticias generan 
historias



News apps generate stories
Aplicaciónes de noticias generan 
historias



Data Store
Tienda de datos

https://projects.propublica.org/data-store

https://projects.propublica.org/data-store
https://projects.propublica.org/data-store


Stories generate news apps 
which generate stories
Historias generan aplicaciónes de 
noticias que generan historias









https://github.com/propublica

https://github.com/propublica
https://github.com/propublica


My 2014
Mi 2014





Two Documents
Dos Documentos



http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm

http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm


http://theadvocate.com/news/neworleans/5827922-148/areas-gone-on-noaa-charts

http://theadvocate.com/news/neworleans/5827922-148/areas-gone-on-noaa-charts
http://theadvocate.com/news/neworleans/5827922-148/areas-gone-on-noaa-charts


http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm

http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm
http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/factshts/2005-3101/2005-3101.htm


Why?
¿Por que?



http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2006/09/18/science/20060919_RIVE_GRAPHIC2.html

http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2006/09/18/science/20060919_RIVE_GRAPHIC2.html
http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2006/09/18/science/20060919_RIVE_GRAPHIC2.html


Barry, John, Rising Tide, p. 172



Barry, John, Rising Tide, p. 172





Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority



Theriot, James P., American Energy, Imperiled Coast: Oil and Gas Development in Louisiana's Wetlands, p. 49





Theriot, James P., American Energy, Imperiled Coast: Oil and Gas Development in Louisiana's Wetlands, fig. 15



Theriot, James P., American Energy, Imperiled Coast: Oil and Gas Development in Louisiana's Wetlands, fig. 27



Flickr: Gulf Restoration Network

https://www.flickr.com/photos/healthygulf/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/healthygulf/


A. Tweel, Louisiana State University, 2013



“Wagon wheel,” Venice, La.

1956 1972 2013

USGS Aerials

“Rueda de Vagón,” Venice, Louisiana



http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2013/07/historic_east_bank_levee_autho.html

http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2013/07/historic_east_bank_levee_autho.html
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2013/07/historic_east_bank_levee_autho.html


http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2013/07/historic_east_bank_levee_autho.html

http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2013/07/historic_east_bank_levee_autho.html
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2013/07/historic_east_bank_levee_autho.html


NASA

Investigative Space Journalism!
Periodismo de investigación — ¡en el espacio!



NASA

Landsat 8



NASA

Landsat 8



NASA
4/3/2



NASA
7/5/3



4/3/2 + 5 mask



https://www.mapbox.com/blog/
putting-landsat-8-bands-to-work/

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/
elegantfigures/2013/10/22/how-to-make-a-true-
color-landsat-8-image/

https://www.mapbox.com/blog/putting-landsat-8-bands-to-work/
https://www.mapbox.com/blog/putting-landsat-8-bands-to-work/
https://www.mapbox.com/blog/putting-landsat-8-bands-to-work/
https://www.mapbox.com/blog/putting-landsat-8-bands-to-work/
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/elegantfigures/2013/10/22/how-to-make-a-true-color-landsat-8-image/
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/elegantfigures/2013/10/22/how-to-make-a-true-color-landsat-8-image/
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/elegantfigures/2013/10/22/how-to-make-a-true-color-landsat-8-image/
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/elegantfigures/2013/10/22/how-to-make-a-true-color-landsat-8-image/
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/elegantfigures/2013/10/22/how-to-make-a-true-color-landsat-8-image/
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/elegantfigures/2013/10/22/how-to-make-a-true-color-landsat-8-image/


USGS via LSU



USGS via LSU





Creating “land”

Buras, La. land loss 1932 to present via USGS, over 2014 Landsat 8

Crear “tierra”



Buras, La. land loss 2009 via USGS, over 2014 Landsat 8

Creating “land” Crear “tierra”



http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/

http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/


http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/

Creating “land” Crear “tierra”

http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/


http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/

Creating “land” Crear “tierra”

http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/


http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/

For each time period, create an 
image by combining land loss 
from the current period to the 
last period, and land gain from 
the first period to the current 
period

Creating “land” Crear “tierra”

Por cada período de tiempo, crea una imagen para 
combinar pérdida de tierras de período corriente a período 
último, y aumento de tierras de período primer a período 
corriente

http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3164/


Buras, La.: 1932-2014







projects.propublica.org/louisiana



projects.propublica.org/louisiana



projects.propublica.org/louisiana



projects.propublica.org/louisiana



projects.propublica.org/louisiana



projects.propublica.org/louisiana



projects.propublica.org/louisiana



projects.propublica.org/louisiana



projects.propublica.org/louisiana





Part 2: A possible solution?

http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/

¿Hay una solución? 

http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/
http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/


http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/

http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/
http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/


Two main strategies
Dos estrategias principales



Marsh Creation: Lake Hermitage

Google Maps (2012 USGS imagery)

Creación de pantanos: Lake Hermitage

http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/
http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/


Sediment Diversions: West Bay

Google Maps (2012 USGS imagery)

Desviación de sedimentos: West Bay

http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/
http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/


Problem: Images from 2012—now
Problema: Imágenes desde 2012 hasta ahora

Me
Yo



Lake Hermitage



Lake Hermitage



Digital Globe

http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/
http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/


West Bay Diversion



West Bay Diversion



West Bay Diversion



West Bay Diversion



projects.propublica.org/larestoration



It’s easier than you think

Es más fácil de lo que piensan



get '/tiles/:x/:y/:z.png' do
  content_type 'image/png'
  map = SimplerTiles::Map.new do |m|
    m.slippy params[:x].to_i, params[:y].to_i, params[:z].to_i
    m.raster_layer "nyc.tif"
  end
  map.to_png
end

5 Lines of Code
5 Lineas de código

http://j.mp/straster

http://j.mp/straster
http://j.mp/straster


Thank you!

al.shaw@propublica.org                      @A_L

¡Gracias!

mailto:al.shaw@propublica.org
mailto:al.shaw@propublica.org

