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What is a news application?



Telling a story in software
instead of words and pictures




Readers become Users




How did we get here?
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Following the web
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Al Shaw

Wait, people are actually talking about
facto.me? We're getting dangerously close to
‘rails generate new_hotness”




This is a good thing for deadlines.



TPMMuckraker TPMDC TPMLiveWire ' TPMPollTracker | TPMtv | TPMCafé Send Comments & News Tips

Each Vote Counts Vote Jim Himes for Congress Tuesday, Nov. 2nd www.himesforcongress.com
RightNetwork Movies Entertainment with the "Right" POV. All That's Right With the World. www.rgntnetwork.com
2010 Election Results Watch live election results as they roll in on Townhall.com Townhal.com/Election-Canter

Ads by Google

About | RSS Search

Progressive Sen. Russ Feingold Falls In Wisconsin

SENATE HOUSE GOVERNOR PROPOSITION ELECTION SCOREBOARD
CO » U.S. SENATE e
108 REER  sulaseemecncrsneronmi
Amount Nesded for Majority Michael Bennet B 51.63%
406,191 votes
Ken Buck R 46.23%
363,731 votes
Bob Kinsey B 2.13%
16,789 votes
FL » GOVERNOR &0
5,480 / 6,881 PRECINCTS REPORTING
Rick Scott =5 50.70%
2,312,424 votes
Alex Sink 00 46.88%
2,138,365 votes
Peter Allen B 242%

110,200 votes
Wi » U.S. SENATE » 2010 «
1,552 / 3,608 PRECINCTS REPORTING

Ron Johnson 55 54.28%
470,283 votes
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Formula: Hamis County

A n D | F C "
! Marris County ! 48201 DONE
< ANNUAL STATS 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
3 Autopsy Numbers (TOTAL) 4168 3823 4079 4474 4233 4200 4010
¢ Autopsy Numbers for Contract Cases 78 21 r 25 0 29 41
5 Number of Forensic Pathologists
Working in Office — CALENDAR NA NA 12 14 16 16 19

& Annual Budget (Calendar Year)

..

Budget inciudes ‘

pasrsihussnalll all St. |~ TBI | Gas Diilling | Gitmo | Loan Mods
A > LA

cnme aboralory, in

addition to the

death investigation

aspects of the

Annual Budget (Fiscal Year) $10,958,716.00 $11.644 856 00 $14,556 471.00 $17.879.646 00 $19.632,000.00 e, 194, 668.00 $20,142,388 00 office
0 Number of PART-TIME/PROVISIONAL 2 -
_ Forensic Pathologists Working in Office 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 sm in the pUbllC interest
"0 CURRENT STATS
1 Number of Board Certified Forensic
Pathologists 17
Number of PART-TIME/PROVISIONAL .
Certified Forensic Pathologists 0 porting Network Blog About Us
15 Number of Uncertified Forensic eligible to st for
Pathologists 2 board examination

4 Number of PART-TIME/PROVISIONAL
Uncertified Forensic Pathologists 0

'S Number of Fellows 2
LY

7 Population 3ET0543 IT32321 3855756 3905239 3080602 4070569 .
'S Accreditation Ful Accreditation

Institute of Forensic Sciences

Harris County (Texas) Institute of
ensic Sciences

" Website hitp./ P hotx, et/

Jurisdiction Harris County, Texas
Web site http://www.hctx. net
Accreditation Full
Forensic Pathologists 17 0 2 0
BSoard Certhed Part-time Certied Uncertified Part-time Uncertifiec
Fellows 2
Note Annual budget includes expenses for a forenics laboratory.
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
) Autopsy
Rate vs.
s s N/A N/A N/A
expected

+106% +74% +87% +87%
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How would you use Toyota technology

é INSIDE CONGRESS

House Votes to Cut $60 Billion, Setting Up Budget
Clash

What's Poguter bow [0 House Vote 147 - Approves $60 Billion in Spending Cuts

WASHINGTON — The House sarly Saturday approved a bug GIESSTI) O Passags

package of spending cuts, slashing moee than $560 Mo from RS A ———

domestic programs, foceign aid, and even some military projects, as 52 b No R —
4 4

the new Repubicas majority made good on its pledge 10 turn the Prasent 0
grasseoots fervor of the November elections infe legislative action §

shrink the sive and scope of goverament. . 2 - Dédn’t vole 10 I
Shop the Source

The vote, of 23 Seyling & Qual
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for the larpe, bobterous clas coprisasl Pric
conservative Republican freshmen that

i Dercely determined to cRange the

ways of Washingion and that forced

party leaders 0o pursoe far bigper cots thas ariginally Geography of the Vote Other Recant Votes
planned. It set the stage for 2 tandof with Senate

. R Yes voles  No wates  Other
Desmsocrats asd the White House that each side has wamed

could lead to a shutdown of the federal government early

next moath

And & marked the cpenisg salvo in what & Eeely to be a
ong, bitter clash of philosophical ideas about fiscal policy,

Get the Opinion Today E-Mall

23 Republicans repudiate the Ebheral Keynesian stralegies P o
" N D NP o e Sy
that the Obama adminitration has relled on % navigate a wethioy MMuvairs
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Readers have become Users
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Readers expect to be Users

Find a School

_Y0ur Address, ZIP, or school name

Submit

1605 E. 55th St. Chicago, IL or 77054 or Stuyvesant High

4 of your friends have found and compared
schools!

W -
& %3

We couldn't find any schools in your Facebook account
matching our database. Try searching for a school above. Share

4 5 SHARES
Share your observations
(optional):

Post here and to Facebook

Use this hashtag to share your insights on
Twitter: #myschoolyourschool




Readers expect to be Users

Find a School

_Y0ur Address, ZIP, or school name
Submit

1605 E. 55th St. Chicago, IL or 77054 or Stuyvesant High

4 of your friends have found and compared
schools!

R &%

We couldn't find any schools in your Facebook account
matching our database. Try searching for a school above.

Share

4 5 SHARES
Share your observations
(optional):

{ We call these ‘do-something’ hoxes }

Post here and to Facebook

Use this hashtag to share your insights on
Twitter: #myschoolyourschool
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on't Miss: Fracking Dollars for Docs = Nursing Homes | Campaign 2012 Surveillance Foreclosures | Pardons
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PUBLICA  journalism in the public interest.

Home Ouwr Investigations Tools & Data MuckReads About Us

4 » + “ nttp:/ / projects.propublica.org/schools /

The Opportunity Gap

Is Your State Providing Equal Access to Education?

This database includes all public schools in districts with more than 3,000 students from the 200002010 school year -- about three-quarters of all such students in the
country. Use it 10 find out how well state peovides poor and wealthier schools equal access Wadvanced classes that researchers say will help the

Related stor

ProPublica intern Sergio Hernandez contributed research to this project.

How States Find a School Most Shared
Compare Your Address, ZIP, or school name Schests | Davicts

e

Vi 4 — X
< 2. S eh: San Bernardino, Calif
3. S t} S Bend, Ore
Connect to Facebook to quickly see your schools and your ‘
friends' schools, =

6 W H S: Austin, Texas

S: Austin, Texas
San Francisco, Calif

: Las Vegas, Nev

~

Y

Latest Local Stories Based on This Project
Faribault Dally News: | tS trict t Safoguard the public interest.

Support ProPublica’s award-winning investigative
oumahsm.

California Watch: ‘ : AP test m

Shawnee Dispatch: A




Apps generate stories

< 4+ 7 hupc/ /projects. propudlica.ong/schools /schools /362058002 144 v Q-

You can compare this school to other

‘ Receive our fop stores daly

schools in N.Y. that are in districts with .;.'/

Skl st'udcntz o'r Wl Seleit fone of PUBLICA  Journalism in the public interest. EEEETEE o v
comparisons below, or search for any 3 [apcote |

school to get started.

Home Owr Investgations Tools A Data MuckReads About Us .

to nearby schools
The Opportunity Gap W Twost
Is Your State Providing Equal Access %o Education?

to |OW and hlgh pOVOl’ty SChOOIS ProPublica analyzed federal education data from the 2000-2010 schod year o Find a SChOOl

axaming whether states provide hgh-poverty schodls equal access 10 advanced

COUrses and special programs that researchers say will halp them later in ie, This & School Name, Address or 2IP

the first nationwide picture of exactly which courses are being taken at which schools

and districts across the country. More than three-quarners of all public school Submnit
chidren are representad, Read our siory and our X

or to another New York school

« PS 001 Samwel F Dupont

PS 031 Samuel F Dupont

2 | Grades Prek-4 Districts with 3,000 or more students | Why is there o cutcome data?

Compare

You can compare this schodl 1D oher

530 46 15%

schookls n NLY. that are in datrcts wit Cetct 058.765 83,265 21%
3.000 studerts or more. Select one of
COMPArBong Delow, & $0arch I any 3t 2,066,110 171,244 14%
sChool 10 get st ted
to nearty schools P OINLage of rebevant stucants w Szate Average Devict Average
10 low and Ngh poverty schools ! 3 3 75°/o
0of 80 another New York school
0% >

Share 10% % Asla

Connect 1 Facoebook 10 share your
COMPABONS &nd COMMONS with us and
your Yends

€ Sign i with Facebook 47% % Hapanc

Use thes hashtag %0 share your nsights on
Tomer #ervyschoolycwrsachool

What's the story behind this
data?



Apps generate stories

Compare SchoolS  back w automotive High schoot ©

Compare

You can compare this school to other
schools in N.Y. that are in districts with
3,000 students or more. Select one of
comparisons below, or search for any
school to get started.

to nearby schools

to low and high poverty schools

or to another New York school

Sort

by...

Students

% Inexp. Teachers
AP Courses Offered

% AP Enrollment
% Advanced Math Enrollment
% Gifted/Talented

1 shares

High School For
Teaching ...

2780 RESEVOIR AVE
BRONX, N.Y.

480 60% 4

Students AP Courses

Percentage of relevant students who...

Get Free/Reduced Price Lunch

New York City Public Schools
Automotive High
School

50 BEDFORD AVENUE
BROOKLYN, N.Y.

975 20% 2

Students AP Courses

Percentage of relevant students who...

Get Free/Reduced Price Lunch

1 shares X

Gramercy Arts
High School

40 IRVING PLACE
NEW YORK, N.Y.

390 48%

Students AP Courses

Percentage of relevant students who...

Get Free/Reduced Price Lunch
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Prop 19 Polls: Look at the Trends

By: Michael Whitney Thur

) sday October
21, 2010 8:58 am

A new poll from California’s PPIC has Prop 19 down,
yzed the results this
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Just Say Now has been working with £
Prop 19 polls since the beginning of the summer. TPM's
shows the helpful context for understanding the up and
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It's clear the . 0
shightly, while "; towards voting "no” — none ¢ of
which is surp A clo ook at the polling, thanks to TPM's excellent
widget, reveals the gap first id fw by Just Say N WS J-‘-" \"= -.f«" nat

ularty with African American voters

n they support legalization.

e race neck-and-neck:

CA-PROP 19 er
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JUST SAY NOW

JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN to legalze
manuana

E"'BZI ]
Zp: I I

JUST A

NOW >

We're working hard to legalize manjuana
n 2012. Can you chip in $4.20 to help
us legalize marijuana?

DONATE

JUST SAY NOW STORE

Follow Just Say Now on Twitter

Subscribe to Just Say Now

RSS Feed * More Firedoglake feeds

Thanks to Gov. Malloy, Connecticut
Could Become Latest State to
Decriminalize Marijuana

No Buyer's Remorse: Michigan Still
Overwhelmingly Supports Medical
Marijuana Initiative

In NYC 86% of Low-Level Marijuana
Arrests are Black or Latino

| nea of 11S Fleswear Industrvy Ona of

While auto polling shows Prop 19 clearly ahead, with no votes closing in:

o

4]
W

CA-PROP 19

What's all this mean? It’s all about tumn . The more people we can get
to the polis, the more young people ,A,r-,-. 1 rm out to vote for Prop 18 who
rent beng co oy poisters, the better chance we have 10 pu C'ff

o
for Prop 18.

victory

Dokesperson

U’-‘“TE' Tom Angell,

ome gown 10 1 "".-..!. rrom the LA Times:

for Yes on 19, agrees that it's

(49

b b

Just Say Now is night there with them — we've already made more the
7,000 calls to voters for Prop 19, and will make sands more in these
fina D Weexs. YOU Can hewD. slarl caang vo or Prop 19 ngh

Join Our Campaign for Prop 19:

EMAIL M

Majority of Americans Support
Regulating and Taxing Marijuana Like
Alcohol

«« e sMobile«

it W Legalize Marijuana on
Ml Facebook

Like

66,294 people like Legalize
Marijuana.

'MEN& J

MO TEFM CONTRACT RECRARED CARBONITE
FiOS TV repeoy
+
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+
PHONE

FREE

Unlimited
Online Backup.
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My Doctor Took Money from a Drug Company,

<

)
andT 1en Prescribed Me Their Dr 125

“mmm- s be s the resulto tl 2al s
ProPublica made a datahas v"ttl‘ ese numbers,ina =

em l“'t“'
from a company t e'.. 've been paid by.

ProPub

and turn the 1
drug-maker 1it's something mo
the American Medical Industry. But v

[t's crazy! Especially considering that when some people sell drug hk‘
Marijuana -- which is nearly legal in some places (and completel

a profit source by the prescri irug industn here) -- they are .:xllo.
"drug dealers ithrowninj

C or ['ve visited is, 'hall\
sometimes, a dick. So I looked him up in this

And oh, there he is! Click to Enlarge:
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Search
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Sometimes stories generate
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Fine Line Between ‘Super PACs’ and Campaigns

MIKE McINTIRE

AMSCHARL LUG
@ 178 Comments

When Mitt Romney’s presidential campaign needs advice on direct K} recommvene

mail strategies for reaching voters, it looks to TargetPoint Consulting. W TWITTER

And when the independent “super PAC” supporting him needs voter [ LINKEDIN

research, it, too, goes to TargetPoint. N CotiEas

Sharing a consultant would seem to be
an embodiment of coordination MAIL

0
0
QO
7z
z
|::
m

Multimedia 3
between a candidate and an £ PRINT
independent group, something B REPRIN
prohibited under federal law. But (3) SHARE

TargetPoint is just one of a handful of
interconnected firms in the same office
suite in Alexandria, Va., working for
either the Romney campaign or the
super PAC Restore Qur Future.

SOUTHERN
‘WILD =

Elsewhere in the same suite is WWP Strategies, whose co-
founder is married to TargetPoint's chief executive and
works for the Romney campaign. Across the conference
room is the Black Rock Group, whose co-founder — a top
Romney campaign official in 2008 — now helps run both
Restore Our Future and American Crossroads, another
independent group that spoke up in defense of Mr.
Romney’s candidacy in January. Finally, there is
Crossroads Media, a media placement firm that works for
American Crossroads and other Republican groups.

KR Interactive Feature

Ihe Republican Presidential Field

Related

Prolonged Race Forces Romney

Campaign to Recalibrate (February ; { :
26, 2012) The overlapping roles and relationships of the consultants
in Suite 555 at 66 Canal Center Plaza offer a case study in

the fluidity and ineffectual enforcement of rules intended

Santorum Vows to Wage a Long,
Fierce Battle (February 26, 2012)

HOME PAGE TODAY'S PAPER | VIDED | MOST POPULAR

Ehe New AJork Times

U.S. Edtion «

WORLD U.S. N.Y./REGION BUSINESS

AUTOS

TECHNOLOGY = SCIE

Politics

INCE HEALTH

SPORTS OPINION A

GOP \ PRIMARY
CANDIDATES W) RESULTS

66 Canal Center Plaza, Suite 555

BEAMARS
n RECOMM

In a single office suite in Alexandria, Va., firms hired by “super PACs"” share the same space as cor
law prohibits super PACs from directly coordinating with candidates, but the groups share many ti

}‘.f' 8'8eg Artic 2 X
$192,9(
for diregt 1
$346,500 >
Restore Our Future forsurvey
Super PAC supporting researcn _
Mitt Romney's candidacy Formerpolitical direc
(2008 campaign)
for president
$20,824 Former senic
for communications (2008 car
consulting
ALEXANDER GAGE
Senior strategist
American Crossroads C.E.O.and Mat
Super PAC, tied 10 founder
Republican candidates director
and causes Partner
TargetPoint Consulting
Market research firm
$35,857 that specializes in
forgonsulting, “microtargeting” voters
advocacy and

communication WWP
Black Rock Group SUITE 555 RATET



A Tangled Web: Who’s Making Money From All This
Campaign Spending?

by Al Shaw, Kim Barker and Justin Elliott,

ot . W Tweet (426 Kilike 436 E-mai =) Print
ProPublica, March 21, 2:41 p.m.

Many have been detailing the vast sums being raised by the presidential candidates and the super PACs supporting them. But where are all those millions being
spent? Among other things, the answers can provide hints on potential improper coordination between campaigns and super PACs. Here are the 200 biggest
recipients of spending by the major campaigns and most of the major super PACs. | Related story: Campaign Spending Shows Political Ties, Self-Dealing »

How to use: Click on each spender on the left to see where its money flows and click on each recipient on the right to see where the money ends up.
For technical details, see our nerd blog post. If you find something interesting or incorrect in this graphic, please let us know.

Sources: FEC, The New York Times Campaign Finance AFI.

B CAMPAIGNS [ SUPER PAC PAYEES

Search

Payments from

OBAMA FOR AMERICA: $60,814,484




Don't Miss: Fracking | Dollars for Docs | Nursing Homes | Campaign 2012 | Surveillance | Foreclosures

Payments to

, ~¢‘/ .
@ A TARGETED VICTORY:

$4,155,789

Republican digital strategic consulting firm founded in
2008 in Minnesota and based in Virginia, in a suite just
Home  Our Investigations down the hall from an office housing four powerhouse
GOP consultants: Crossroads Media, the Black Rock
Group, TargetPoint Consulting and WWP Strategies.
: Clients include Marco Rubio in his U.S. Senate race in
Campalgn 2012 Florida and the super PAC American Crossroads. Co-
founder Michael Beach oversaw the national voter
turnout program for the Republican National
Committee in the 2008 election cycle. The initial

®
{
Campalgn t manager on forms with Minnesota is listed as Tony

= , Feather, a co-founder of FLS Connect and the outside-
Tl es Self . I: ‘ money group Progress for America, which supported
b 1 George W. Bush in 2004, and the nonprofit American
‘ Issues Project, which in 2008 highlighted the
by Kim Barker and Al Shaw . relationship between Barack Obama and former
P\?'OPUMZ'CQ. March 28. 2012, Weather Underground activist Bill Ayres. This cycle,
Targeted Victory has done work for both the super

PAC American Crossroads and the Mitt Romney
campaign.

April 20: This story h:

For an example of the {] AMERICAN CROSSROADS $226,211
finance rules, as well as ROMNEY FOR PRESIDENT INC. $3,929,579

connections between ca
PACs, look no further than the digital 9103

consulting firm 4 Targeted Victory.
ElLike
So far, the firm’s

hauled in $4.1 million
How Some Nonprofit ~ working for Mitt

Groups Funnel Dark Romney’s presidential
Money Into -

Interactive Features
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Program in anger o

How do | learn to program?

It took me some twenty-plus years to really learn how to program. It wasnt

for a lack of trying either, it was just that I was trying the wrong way. I tried
to learn to program by following tutorials that created programs I didn't have
the slightest interest in keeping. I was trying to learn for the sake of learning.

Now I'm sure that works for some people. Intellectually curious for the sake
of it. I envy you. But that’s not how it worked for me and I know that’s not
how it works for a lot of other people.

What made it click for me was programming in anger. Programming because I
needed to. Programming because I gave a damn about what I was writing and
I wanted it done sooner rather than later.

That’s how I learned to program Ruby. By making it my mission to write
Basecamp in it. When you’re learning on a mission, the order of things come
really naturally. So what exactly do I have to do to get this messages section
working in Ruby? Oh, I'll need to do a loop here. Oh, I'll need to get something
from the database there.

Before you know it, you're half-way done with your idea and you‘ve
accidentally learned how to do it too.

In short, you start with little bit of something real and make it tick. Then you
make it tock.

ADS UlA THE DECK

The Steno from Field Notes with a handy
Hobo Symbol Quick Reference guide & more.

126K readers

EY FEEDEURNER

Business

Design

Programming

Support

Sysadmin

Writing

The best of Signal vs. Noise
See all posts

Search

Fallow 11€ on
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